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EAST HAMPSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL

DEVELOPMENT POLICY AND 
AFFORDABLE HOUSING PANEL

18 April 2018

The Wealden Heaths Phase II Special Protection Area 
Supplementary Planning Document.

Report by Planning Policy

Portfolio: Planning – Cllr Angela Glass 

1.0 Purpose of Report 

1.1 The purpose of this report is to present to Councillors the revised Wealden 
Heaths Phase II Special Protection Area (SPD) which has been prepared by 
officers.

1.2 A draft version of the SPD was subject to public consultation for a period of eight 
weeks between 22 January 2018 and 19 March 2018. Appendix A accompanying 
this report contains the Consultation Statement which sets out how the Council 
promoted the consultation; the comments received and officer responses to 
these comments. 

1.3 Appendix B accompanying this report contains the revised Wealden Heaths 
Phase II Special Protection Area SPD that has been updated to reflect the 
comments received during the eight week public consultation period. 

2.0 Recommendation

2.1 It is recommended that the Panel:
i. notes the content of the Consultation Statement (Appendix A of this 

report)
ii. notes the content of the Supplementary Planning Document 

(Appendix B of this report) and recommend it to Cabinet for 
consideration on the 5 July 2018. 
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3.0 Summary

3.1 This report and accompanying Appendices sets out a summary of the comments 
received during the eight week public consultation on the Draft Wealden Heaths 
Phase II Special Protection Area SPD that closed on the 19 March 2018 and any 
changes that have ben made to the final SPD (Appendix B).

3.2 The SPD provides guidance for applicants where development proposals will 
result in a net increase in residential development (including Traveller 
Accommodation) within 400 metres of the Wealden Heaths Phase II Special 
Protection Area (SPA). It sets out the approach that the Council and the South 
Downs National Park Authority (SDNPA) will take to help meet the needs for 
residential uses where the need cannot be met solely outside of the 400 metre 
buffer zone (specifically Gypsy, Traveller and Travelling Showpeople 
accommodation and rural affordable housing exception sites).

4.0 Subject of Report

4.1 The Draft Wealden Heaths Phase II Special Protection Area SPD was subject to 
Public Consultation between 22nd January 2018 and 19th March 2018. During the 
public consultation period 23 responses were received and these are detailed in 
the Consultation Statement (Appendix A). 

4.2 Responses were received from a number of statutory consultees, although only 
three organisations provided detailed comments on the consultation document 
which are summarised below:

 Hampshire and IOW Wildlife Trust: Consider a more restrictive approach to 
residential development within 400m of the Wealden Heaths Phase II Special 
Protection Area should be applied. 

 Natural England: No objection to safeguarding. Consider that the safeguarded 
capacity should only be used if the acompanying HRA demonstrates that the 
this need can not be met outside the 400m zone.

 Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB): Consider a more restrictive 
approach to residential development within 400m of the Wealden Heaths 
Phase II Special Protection Area should be applied. 

4.3 In addition, responses were received from four Parish Councils, local groups / 
societies and individuals. The key response themes are summarised below: 

 Concern that the SPD does not provide appropriate protection for the SPA
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 There should be a prohibition on net new dwellings within the 400m zone
 Brownfield sites should be developed first rather than land within 400m of the 

SPA
 Once 43 dwellings have been permitted no further residential development 

should be permitted
 The windfall allowance figure is too low
 Request for definitions of permanent plots and permanent pitches to be added 

to the glossary.

4.4 Following the public consultation the SPD has been revised (Appendix B of this 
report) where necessary to address issues raised during the consultation process 
and to correct some typographical errors. 

4.5 The table below provides an indicative timetable of the stages to be undertaken 
to adopt the Wealden Heaths Phase II Special Protection Area SPD:
SPD to Cabinet 5 July 2018 
SPD to Council for Adoption 20 September 2018
 

4.6 Upon adoption the Supplementary Planning Document will form part of the 
Planning Policy Framework for whole of East Hampshire District including those 
parts within the South Downs National Park Authority area. 

5.0 Implications 

5.1 Resources:  There are no direct resource implications. Costs will be met within 
existing resources and budgets.

5.2 Legal:  There are legal issues to consider in progressing the SPD towards 
adoption, in relation to satisfying the necessary regulations. The SPD will be 
produced in compliance with the Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) 
(England) Regulations 2012. 

5.3 Strategy: The Wealden Heaths Phase II Special Protection Area SPD, when 
adopted, will form part of the planning Policy Framework for the District.

5.4 Risks: There is the potential for a third party to legally challenge the SPD within 
a three month period following adoption. However, the SPD has been produced 
in compliance with the Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) (England) 
Regulations 2012.

5.5 Communications: The draft SPD was subject to eight weeks public consultation 
which exceeds the minimum requirements of the Councils Statement of 
Community Involvement and those set out in Regulation 12 of the Town and 
Country Planning (Local Planning) (England) Regulations 2012.  



NON EXEMPT

Appendices:

Appendix A – Consultation Statement: Wealden Heaths Phase II Special Protection 
Area Supplementary Planning Document
Appendix B – East Hampshire Wealden Heaths Phase II Special Protection Area 
Supplementary Planning Document

Background Papers:

Agreed and signed off by:

Head of Planning: Simon Jenkins (Signed off XX.XX.18)
Legal Services: Sara Bryan (Signed off XX.XX.18)
Finance: Andy Miles (Signed off XX.XX.18)
Portfolio Holder: Cllr Angela Glass (Signed off XX.XX.18)

Contact Officer: Ian Mawer
Job Title:       Planning Policy Team Leader 
Telephone:       01730 234152
E-Mail:       ian.mawer@easthants.gov.uk


